Ministry of Health Guidelines on Prohibit Marketing of Breast milk

Substitutes in the Public Health Facility in Cambodia
To promote and support breastfeeding, the following guidelines on Marketing of

 Breast milk substitutes shall be followed in all health facilities:

1.  All maternities, hospitals and other health facilities that serve mothers and young children shall protect, promote and support exclusive breastfeeding for six months, followed by continued breastfeeding for two years or longer with safe and appropriate complementary foods.

2.  All part of health care facilities shall immediately cease, the practice of accepting, distributing and using free and low‑cost supplies of infant formula, or breast milk substitutes or any other products include: infant formula, including specialized formulas (e.g. formulas for pre-term babies or hypo allergic formulas), follow-on formulas, feeding bottles and teats.  

3.  Not allowed health facilities shall be used for free sample and promote other products such, placards, posters, calendars, pens, prescription pads, clocks or any other articles displaying the name or logo of a manufacturer of products shall not accepted or displayed in a health facility.

4.   Prohibit demonstrate the use of infant formula except to individual mothers or members of their families in very special cases of need, and in such cases, shall give a clear explanation of the hazards of the use of infant formula as well as the other information need.

5.  Prohibit all health care staff accept or give free samples or supplies of products for infants and young children to mother and the members of the family.

6.   Not allowed representatives or employees of manufacturers marketing of its products having direct or indirect contact with pregnant women, mothers or members of their families in the public health facilities.

7. All manufacturers, distributors and suppliers of infant formula, breast milk substitutes or any other products have to respect and comply with this guideline.

8-The Directors of the health facilities has responsibility to monitor and enforce the health staff compliance with the guidelines and shall reported trimester to the Ministry of Health.

Ministry of Health hope that all officials’ health staff who serve at the health facilities under MOH will take action and respect with this guidelines.

